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54:TB CONGRESS,}

SENATE.

1st Session.

j REPORT

l

No. 498.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

MARCH

17, 1896.-0rdered to be printed.

Mr. SHOUP, from the Committee on Pensions, submitted the following

REPORT:
[To accompany S. 511.]

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (S. 511)
granting a pension to P. F. Castleman, of Oregon, have considered _
the same and submit the following report:
From the records on file in the Pension Bureau it appears that Philip
F. Castleman was a quartermaster's agent during the Oregon and
Washington Indian war of 1855 and 1856. He was also commis8ary of
subsistence of the Oregon Mounted Volunteers during the same war.
For the services above named Castleman's claims have been :filed and
paid by the Government. The beneficiary named in the bill made
application for pension December 10, 1866, .d eclaring that while in the
service of the United States and in the line of duty he received a gunshot wound as follows: That on the 2d of December, 1855, while defending himself and acting with the troops at Olgle Creek, in Douglas
County, Oreg., he was shot in the breast, the ball passing through his
side, making a bad wound, and thereby incapacitating him from obtaining subsistence from manual labor for life. The claimant was examined
by an examining surgeon of the Pension Bureau at Portland, Oreg.,
January 10, 1867, who made the following report:
In my opinion, the eaid P. F. Castleman is one-half incapacitated for obtaining
his subsistence by manual labor. Judging from his present condition, and from the
evidence before me, it is my belief that the said disability (gunshot wound) accrued
in the service aforesaid. in the line of duty. His disability is for life. A more particular description of the applicant's condition is subjoined: The ball struck Castleman near the lower end of the sternum, passing obliquely downward .and outward
to the right side between the muscles about 12 inches. Owing to inflammation,
adhesions have taken place between the liver and abdominal parietes.

Joseph W. Drew, late quartermaster-general, Oregon Territory, certified, on January 29, 1867, to the truth of the declarations made by the
claimant in regard to his service and incurrence of said disability, and
the allegations are further substantiated by an affidavit of M. M.
McCowen, late commissary-general of the Oregon Volunteers during
the same war, dated December 13, 1866. The claim was rejected in the
Pension Bureau for the reason that the claimant at the time of his
receiving t~e gunshot wound held no military appointment within the
meaning of the pension laws.
The affidavits of the following-named persons have recently been
filed with your committee in support of the declarations made by the
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claimant as to the incurrence of the gunshot wound, each of the affiants
having•been comrades of the claimant and present at the time he was
wounded: Dr. Sataehiel Hamelton, Roseburg, Oreg.; Dr. Andrew W.
Patterson, Eugene, Oreg.; James D. Burnett, Roseburg, Oreg,J. Jeptha Green, Roseburg, Oreg.; Burbon Brockway, Roseburg, ureg.;
John Kelly, Roseburg, Oreg.; John· F. Miller, Marion County, Oreg.;
Isaac Bailey, Roseburg, Oreg.
.
The claimant is now nearly 70 years of age, and declares that the
wound received by him over forty years ago has troubled him ever
since, and·at times becomes very painful, necessitating the constant use
of a support to enable him to walk.
Your committee believe that this is a meritorious claim and a proper
subject for special legislation, and recommend the passage of the bill
with the following amendments:
In line 6 strike ,out the words "second lieutenant and."
Strike out the word "twenty," in line 5, and insert '' fifteen."
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